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II. minor campaigns, 1816-1853
Such active service (exclusive, of course, of our Indian wars)
as was seen by British regiments between Waterloo and the
Crimea may be very briefly summarised.
In Asia the occupation of Aden was carried out in 1838 by a
force from India, in consequence of the menace to our com-
munications with that country caused by the Persian attack
instigated by Russia against Afghanistan, and the occupation of
Syria by France's protege, Mehemet Ali, the Pasha of Egypt.
In the following year a commercial dispute with China caused
the despatch of an overseas expedition against her coasts. Four
thousand men occupied Chusan island in Hangchow Bay, while
• the navy forced the outer defences of Canton River. Prolonged
but inconclusive negotiations followed, during which the British
withdrewfrom Chusan and took possession of Hong-Kong; finally
hostilities were resumed and Sir H. Gough, who had assumed
chargeoftheoperations,stormedCanton in May 1841,and Amoy,
farther north along the coast, some months later. The scene of
operations was then transferred once more to Hangchow Bay;
a landing was effected on the southern shore and the city
of Ningpo captured and held till the spring of 1842, when the
Chinese made a gallant but fruitless effort to retake it, and were
later counter-attacked and dispersed. Shortly afterwards the
British force, now reinforced to a strength of 7000 men, once
more shifted northwards to the mouth of the Yang-tse-Kiang ;
Shanghai was occupied, and Nanking closely invested and on
the point of surrender when the Chinese Government agreed
to a suspension of hostilities. The treaty, concluded in August
1842, gave Hong-Kong to Great Britain and opened a number
of Chinese ports to the ships of all nations.
In Africa there took place between 1824 and 1826 an unim-
portant little war with the Ashanti tribes, living in the hinterland
of our Gold Coast settlements, where the only British troops
were the so-called " penal battalions ". The campaign opened
with a crushing disaster which the tribesmen fortunately failed
fully to exploit, and after a series of desultory but destructive
raids and incursions they were finally defeated north of Accra.
Peace, however, was not finally concluded till 1831.
A more interesting series of operations took place in South
Africa, where, it will be remembered, we had in 1806 conquered
the Dutch Colony at the Cape of Good Hope, and retained it at
the termination of the war. During the immediately succeeding
years we became embroiled in hostilities with the Kaffirs, our
neighbours on the eastern frontier of the Colony, which then
ran along the Great Fish River, 450 miles east of Cape Town.

